Queen of the Most Holy Rosary

Steering Committee Minutes

September 18, 2007


A meeting of the Steering Committee was held on Tuesday, September 18 with the following members in attendance:  Maria Urick, Angela Hartzel, Anne Rutkoskie, Norm Oley, Ann Schlagle, Helen Forti, Paula Heitzman, Tony Rodriguez, Brian Major, and Meg Yeager.  The meeting opened with a prayer and Father Al thanked everyone for attending.  

· Father informed everyone that the Feasibility Study was completed and, after approval from the committee, will be sent to the Diocese of Harrisburg for approval.

· The Parish Picnic was a great success and it will be an annual event.

· The Knights of Columbus picnic hosted by Father Al was attended by many members and everyone had a great time.

· Our Spaghetti Dinner and Raffle was successful, making almost $7,000.  Approximately 400 meals were served.

· RCIA has started with six individuals attending.  Father explained that they would be brought into the Church on different Sundays.

· Our Vera Bradley Bingo is scheduled for October 7.  The committee is working hard to make this a great fundraiser for our parish.

· A five-week Scripture Class on the Book of Genesis will begin October 23.  

· A two-evening Bible Study on the Christmas Story will be held December 4th & 11th.  

· Forty Hours Eucharistic Devotions will be held October 14, 15, 16.  Father Al would like to see a good turnout for Tuesday evening’s Closing Services.

· The following expenses were not budgeted for this year:

1. Fire Extinguishers had to be inspected and replaced which will cost approximately $1,000.

2. Mobile Classroom for grades 7 & 8 at a rental cost of approximately $6,000/year.  We applaud Norm Oley for getting us this good deal.  Free chairs have been brought from Southern Columbia School by Mike & Meg Yeager for these two classrooms.  The unit is heated and air conditioned.  We will not have to use the social hall anymore for classrooms. 

· After the Feasibility Study is approved then we can move ahead.  We also need to have 50% of the cost before we can move forward.  A discussion on the following questions in regards to the information being sent to Harrisburg ensued:

1. How many townships does Holy Rosary cover?  Ralpho, Cleveland, Paxinos, Shamokin.

2. Questions on the numbers of students from 1-12 and also preschool.

3. Access of any existing facilities.

4. Offices being moved into the new structure.

5. Will parish family be on board and approve a two story building with storage and a bonus room on the lower level.

· The need is now and the committee recommends moving forward.  Between the amount of students for CCD, our numerous parish organizations and activities this building will definitely be a big asset to Holy Rosary.  Our goal is to provide adequate multi-purpose space for our Youth and Religious Education Programs and our ever growing adult programs and activities. Thus, after choosing Option 3 (to build classrooms and to renovate existing space to be used for activities other than religious education) the Feasibility Study was approved by the Steering Committee.   

· A meeting will be scheduled for the Stewardship (tithing) Program.  Father Al has spoken to other priest’s in our area that have introduced this program into their parishes with much success.  

· A Capital Campaign will be discussed for this project at a future date.

Our meeting closed with a Hail Mary.  

Respectfully submitted,

Carol A. Fedash, 

Steering Committee Secretary

